Public Lecture
Mainstreaming Distance Education
Opportunities and Challenges

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this session I will take a critical look at the key attributes of open, flexible and distance learning and review its opportunities and challenges for contemporary society and systems, and issues to do with accreditation and credit transfer including:
· Notions of the “separation” of the teacher and the learner from the perspectives of time and space;
· Influence and role of an educational organization including different types of organizational models for transfer of credit;
· The full range of technologies that are used to connect and re-engage the teacher and the learner in distance education;
· The full range of technologies and opportunities employed in distance education to support all forms communication for learning, teaching and assessment among learners and learners and teachers in distance education;
· The role of face-to-face contact in distance education including the notions of blended and flexible learning, including how much, when and where in order to retain the integrity of DE as a viable alternative form of educational provision; and
· The progressive nature of distance education which is characterised by the disaggregation of roles and functions in it, unlike the aggregated form that is typical of conventional forms of education.
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